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Acres’ Folly is set within former gardens to
the rear of Acres’ Hall in OCC ownership, at
the south end of High Street. The folly is
situated on high ground overlooking Lloyd
Park. It was built as a simple pleasure
building combining a summerhouse and
prospect tower by the prosperous Thomas
Acres in 1786.

It is in a key location overlooking Lloyd Park
and when restored will allow for public
viewing across the park and the town of
Tullamore, offering an important local and
national focal point for this historic property —
encouraging the regeneration of its original
purpose.



Acres’ Folly is an unusual tower-like structure, which rises
to some 9m in height from a ground plan measuring
approximately 4m x ém. Internally is contains a vaulted
undercroft, while the upper rooms were originally
divided by a partition in a proportion of one third to two
thirds. Within the smaller space a timber staircase rose to
what appears to have been a roof terrace, while the
larger space provided basic, limited accommodation
heated by an
open
fireplace in
the gable end.

Howley Hayes
Architects,
Condition
Survey of
Eleven Follies
in Offaly.




1 - Repair to
Structure

2 - Internal
viewing
Staircase

3 - Landscaping

The proposals involve repairs to the main structure and
reinstatement of the external stone steps.

The provision of a new internal stair (to replace former,

missing stair) to allow managed access to the rooftop
viewing areaq.

Landscaping will reinstate original walkways.
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The 1838 Ordnance Survey shows Acres’ Hall in an authoritative position at the top of
Charleville Street looking south down a broad Earl Street with the Tullamore River running
close to its northern boundary. The one acre gardens to the rear are divided in two. The first
garden wraps along the length of the adjacent terrace onto Charleville Street. It contains a
perimeter path and trees with a smaller central path which links to the folly. The folly is set
back from the rear of the houses on higher ground and appears to be linked to a second
smaller structure. This garden gives onto a second smaller garden to the rear or north with a
small building located between the two. It is laid out in a formal manner divided into six
sections with central and perimeter paths interspersed with some trees.
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The 1910 Ordnance Survey, while containing less detail, indicates a similar boundary which
surrounds the former gardens to the rear.

Current maps and the aerial image show no formal paths or links to folly. Castle Buildings are
situated within the former rear garden site and the landscaped Lloyd Park to the west with
mature trees and meandering paths.
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Acres’ Folly Description : Acres’ Folly is an unusual tower-like structure, which
rises to some 9m in height from a ground plan measuring approximately 4m x
6m. Internally is contains a vaulted undercroft, while the upper rooms were
originally divided by a partition in a proportion of one third to two thirds.
Within the smaller space a timber staircase rose to what appears to have been
a roof terrace, while the larger space provided basic, limited accommodation
heated by an open fireplace in the gable end.

The purpose of the structure is not clear. It may have been constructed to
serve as a watchtower, but is more likely to be a simple pleasure building
combining summerhouse and prospect tower, to serve the nearby Acres’ Hall
built by the prosperous Thomas Acres in 1786. Local tradition suggests that
Acres’ Folly was built in 1812 to commemorate the victory of the Duke of
Wellington over Napoleon during the Peninsular War.

Howley Hayes Architects, Condition Survey of Eleven Follies in Offaly, Offaly
County Council 2013, www.offaly.ie/heritage/ Architecture
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BACKGROUND - Providing context for proposed landscape works within the setting of Acres’ Folly
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1838 Ordnance Survey of Tullamore indicating the
pedestrian route around the garden to the rear of Acres’
Hall and an inner circuitous route to the folly.

Aerial photograph with the 1890 map superimposed. This
gives an indication of how the pedestrian routes were laid

out in relation to the current vehicular access to the rear of . .
Acres’ Hall. The large portacabin is also visible to the SW 1890 Map showing garden layout to Acres’ Hall with the folly to the rear. The steps to the folly are clearly shown on the map to the LHS of the

corner. Digi Globe Aerial Photograp folly. These steps were recently removed and are located off site in Tullamore. 1890 Ordnance Survey Sheet XVI1.52, Town of Tullamore, © Public
domain. Digital content: © Ordnance Survey Ireland, published by UCD Library, University College Dublin August 2020
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NOTES:
1. Al dimenzions in miBmetres
2. Information purposes only
3. Thés drawing fo be read In conjunction
wilh reivant consuitants drawings
4. All works are fo be camed out In
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£. Do ot azale from drawings.
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IQ\\ VIEWING PLATFORM PLAN
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PROJECT: AGRES SOLLY

DATE: MOV IS

BCALE: 150

SURVEY OF ACRES FOLLY:
FLOOR PLANS

Southgate Associates
Farren House,

Cork Road,

Midleton,

Co.Cork

Tek 0214570717
Fax: 021-4318633
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SCALE 1:20

Internal staircase:
Galvanised metal open thread
shown dotted

Hanwdrail and guarding:

50x5mm ms fiat at 100mm centres.
balustrade surface fixed to stringer
of stairs

Selected Paint finish to stringer,
balustrade and handrail.
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.: 2 ) SECTION B-B
SCALE 1:50

PROJECT: ACRES FOLLY

Southgate Associates
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Farren House,

2CALE: 1508130

Cork Road,

PROPOSAL FOR ACRES FOLLY:
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Midleton,
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Tel: 021-4570717
Fax: 021-4318633

August 2020

15



ACRES’ FOLLY — CONSERVATION WORKS

PART VIII — DRAWINGS

Comhairle Chontae Uibh Fhaili
A{\‘ ~ Jffaly County ( e

Allow for full repointing of parapsts
and treatment with Remnes SL
water repellant.

Hew painted 50xSmm
flat @ 100 ctrs to &l
existing opes.

Steam clean and limewash ta
exterior walls Omit areas of
exposed stone.

New lockable Hardwood X
door & frame MNew external staircase:

Salvaged fimestone steps selected
Handrai- from dlient stores |aid to new 215mm

solid blockwork side walls with

53;?5: E‘a‘;-:rg:‘::r‘lﬁm = roughcast lime render to sidemal face
/ with mass concrete infil

diameter ms bar to max 100 - /
R e o e H y (refer Section A-AL

spacing drifled and resin ficed
to reclaimead 150x30mm
limestone coping

(from client stores).

Maw lockable Hardwood
door & frame

Salvaged limestone column
from client stores fixed to wall
behind with M12 s/sresin
anchors (@ 450 clc

e LK
A
1. All dimenslons In milmatres 4. All works are o be carmied autin
2, Information purposes orly accomanca wih cument Buiding Reguations @ :Q::?Eé-[‘-l; WEST ELEVATION
E :

3. This drawing fo be read in conjunction 5. All stnuctizal works o engineers spec. & detall

wiih relevant consultants orawings 0 D0 Mot soae from drawings
7. Stte check all dmenslons on the drawings.

Allow for full repainting of parapets
and treatment with Remnes SL
water repellant

Existing chimney pots to be rtained

Adiow for full repointing and treatment

with Remnes SL water repeliant

Steam clean and limewash to
exterior walls Omit areas of
exposed stone.

FIRST LEVEL
New extemal staircass:
Saivaged limestone steps selected

from client stores laid to new 215mm solid

blockwork side walls with mass.
conerete infill {refer Section A-A)

Handrail:
Painted black half round
40x20mm bar handrail on 25

New painted S50xSmm
flat @ 100 cirs to all
existing opes.

I

diameter ms barto max 100
spacing driled and resin fixed
to reclaimed 150x30mm
fimestone coping

{from client stares).

MNew painted 50x5mm
flat @ 100 ctrsto all
existing opes.

0.00 e

A

\_SOUTH EAST ELEVATION

FIEV-1 - SSLED FOR FORMATION PURFGEES ONLY ST

SCALE 1:50

PROUECT. ACRES SOLLY

Southgate Associates

Farren House,

DATE: MOV 218

scALE: v Cork Road,
Midleton,
PROPOSAL FOR ACRES FOLLY: Co.Cork
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