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Section 57 Declarations

* Definition

* Works which will require Planning Permission

* Works which will not require Planning Permission
«Sample Declarations




Section 57 Declaration

Definition e Under Section 57 of the Planning and
Development Act 2000, (as amended by the
2002 Act), an owner or occupier of a protected
structure may make a written request to the
Planning Authority, to issue a declaration as to
the type of works which it considers would or
would not materially affect the character of a
protected structure.

Within twelve weeks of receiving a request,
the Planning Authority is required to issue a
declaration. No fee is required in this case.
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Planning
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Section 57 Declaration

e Aregister of Declarations is kept for
public display by the Planning
Authority

e The record on public display will
contain general information regarding
the structure and list the items which
will and will not require planning
permission

o A Declaration can cover the entire
building or relate to specific items of
change that the owner may be
considering




Sample external works

¢ Roofs - Damage to or entire
removal of chimneys, existing
slates and rainwater goods

e Walls - Removal of render,
repointing or capping with
unsuitable materials

e Openings - Alterations to
structural openings, replacement
of original or early surviving doors
or windows

e Extensions - The building of any
new extensions

Will require Planning Permission

Sample internal works

Removal of or damage to internal
joinery, plasterwork or fireplaces

e New openings between rooms

o Alterations to the layout or form
of stairwells

e Installation of mechanical
services - re-wiring, re-plumbing

e |Installation of dry-lining

e Alteration of floor levels and or

the insertion of suspended
ceilings




Will not require Planning Permission

Where e Repair and maintenance works carried out in
clarification is accordance with the ‘Conservation Guidelines’
required by the Department of the Environment, Heritage,
contact the and Local Government www.environ.ie

Planning * Repairs to roof, re-fixing loose slates with
Authority existing where possible and using good quality

natural slate where required

e Repair of existing windows or joinery, retaining
as much of the original fabric as possible

e The application of paint or wallpaper and the
repair of damaged plasterwork in compatible
materials to match existing

e Minor alterations to services




Purpose of a Declaration

Where e The issue of a declaration is a service that the

clarification is planning authority provides to the owners of

required protected structures.

contact the e Declarations may be used as an advice

Planning mechanism for the owners of protected

Authority structures, should issues arise that require
clarification.

e -

e == 3 e |n some cases the owner may not require a
e = | formal declaration, but may be given informal
guidance on issues relating to their structure.

= == e e Declarations can be issued to permit specific
— ) minor works which will not materially affect the

NIAH Dessription of Ssraure.

e S character of the protected structure.
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Conservation Grants

« Explanation of the Grant
*Process

« Other Grant Schemes
«Sample Projects
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Conservation Grants Scheme

Refer to Offaly
County Council
web site
www.offaly.ie

for further

information
Rges 4

The Conservation Grant Scheme is operated by Offaly County
Council on behalf of the Department of the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government. It is provided to assist owners
and occupiers carry out conservation works or repairs on
protected structures.

Under the scheme, a wide range of conservation works will
qualify for grants, amounting up to 50% of the cost of the works
up to a maximum of 13,000 euros and in special circumstances
up to 75% and 25,000 euros. Works consisting of routine
maintenance will not qualify.

In general the scheme is advertised in local papers in January
each year, new applicants may apply January 2010. Details of
the scheme and application forms can be obtained from the
Planning Section, Offaly County Council, Aras an Chontae,
Charleville Road, Tullamore, Co. Offaly.




Conservation Grants Scheme Funding

eApplicants are deemed 1999 - £112,000 11 applicants
unsuccessful if they are 2000 - £51,500 23 applicants
not a protected structure 2001 - £129,000 36 applicants
*If the proposals are 2002 - €57,000 31 applicants

deemed non conservation
or non essential works

2003 - €55,000 24 applicants
2004 - €80,000 30 applicants

o|f the works have been

carried out prior to 2005 - €64,000 21 applicants
inspection 2006 - €113,000 14 applicants
Where possible, the 2007 - €116,000 23 applicants
funding is distributed 2008 - €113,000 24 applicants

among all eligible
applicants

2009 - €102,500 31 applicants
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Refer to Offaly
County Council

web site

www.offaly.ie

for further
information
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Conservation Grants Scheme - Process

Form 1 Application for a Grant is filled in by the applicant with
general information regarding the building - location, age, use

The proposed works are described with estimated costs and
funding details, where applicable

Personnel employed are noted, architect, contractor and a
contact person

When funding is approved by DOEHLG, the applications are
assessed and site visits will be arranged for valid submissions

Works are prioritised and funding distributed

Form 2 Certificate of Provisional Approval will be sent to the
applicant by Offaly County Council outlining the provisional grant
and the type of works included

Form 2 Part 2 Claim for Payment is signed by the applicant when
works are completed and returned to Offaly County Council, by 15t
October, with invoices, C2 Certificates and receipts for the works




Other Grant Schemes - Heritage Council

Refer to e Buildings at Risk — The aim of the Programme is to safeguard
Heritage Council buildings which are at serious risk, but are notyetin a

herit ruinous state. At the present the Heritage Council is
Www.heritageco considering roof repairs only for funding. The scheme will re

uncil.ie/grants/ open for applications in January 2010

architecture e REPS 4 Traditional Farm Buildings Grant Scheme - seeks to

for further protect traditional farm buildings. Farmers in the REPS 4
scheme are eligible to apply. The building must be in

agricultural use. The closing date for submission of
applications is the 3rd April

e Architecture Research Grant - providing assistance for
research into the understanding of architectural heritage

iormation

e Special Conservation Grant - These projects are generally
available for substantial works to properties that are

13 accessible to the public




Other Grant Schemes - Thatch

e Department of the Environment Thatching Grant - A grant of two
thirds of the approved cost, up to a maximum of €3,810 is
available for owner occupied houses. Householders with a
medical card may be eligible for thatching grants up to a
maximum of €6,350 www.environ.ie Contact the Housing Grants
Section, DOEHLG, Government Buildings, Ballina, Co. Mayo. Tel:
096 24200 or Locall 1890 305030 - HA2T Memorandum and
the HA1/90 Application Form.

e Living under Thatch by Barry O'Reilly, 2004, Mercier Press,
provides a profile of thatched properties in Offaly and practical
advice on how to take care of them www.mercierpress.ie

e Refer to the National Inventory of Ireland website for detailed
information regarding Thatch in Ireland - including a recently
published report, a list of insurance companies, sourcing thatch
materials and contact details for thatchers in Ireland
www.buildingsofireland.ie
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Refer to .
WWW.environ.ie
WWW.igs.ie

for further
information |

Birr Column Quaker Meeting Hse
€34,000 €34,000

Other Grant Schemes

Civic Structures Conservation Grant Scheme, administered by
the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government, will provide grants for the restoration and
conservation of the architectural heritage in respect of buildings,
which are in civic ownership or occupation and generally open to
the public, and are of considerable architectural merit.
Applications for this scheme should be submitted in February
from local authorities, civic trusts and other not for profit
organisations. For 2009 the maximum grant available is
€40,000 www.environ.ie

Irish Georgian Society grant scheme - provides grant-aid for the
conservation and restoration of historic buildings, interiors,
gardens and monuments. Involvement ranges from
commissioning conservation reports to raising funds for major
projects, for details email info@igs.ie
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Conservation Grants 2009

Sample Projects

Thank You!
Rachel Mc Kenna, Senior Executive Architect, Offaly County Council, Aras an Chontae, Charleville Road, Tullamore, Co. Offaly.




